
Baptisms from 
Sunday, 

December 26 

 
� 2 

Baptisms 
Continued 

� 3 

Profile of 
Maria 

Tachihara 

 
� 4 

Family News 
 
� 5 

FYI: Events 
Calendar 

� 6 

Mission Field 
 
� 7 

Charity Water 
Report 

� 7 

Inside this issue: 

   SPIRIT 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

GV BC PU R PO SE  
ST A T EMEN T 

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 
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Issue 1 

DDDD    ear Friends: 
Well, we ended 2010 with a BANG!  We 

hosted a lot of events, tired ourselves out, and now 
look forward to 2011. But what are events all 
about?  Why do we do them?  Sometimes I 
wonder. “What spiritual growth takes place as a 
result of events?”  What events am I talking about?  
I’m thinking of the Christmas potluck, “The 
Prodigal Christmas” musical, Angels Breakfast and 
two Christmas Eve Services. The following are two 
stories from recent events. 

On December 20, we baptized seven people. One of the young girls said 
she had first been invited to Harvest Festival (an event) two years ago 
and then came to KidZone. Two years later, she accepted Jesus as her 
Lord and Savior in Sunday school and was following Him in baptism.  

The other story took place at the 11 PM Christmas Eve service. A 
woman shared with me that this was her first time at GVBC, but her sons 
had been invited to the Christmas musical. She thought it would be over 
their heads, but they understood the story, enjoyed the event, and now 
she also was attending GVBC. 

All these events take a lot of time to plan and prepare, commitment from 
a lot of people to put on the events and clean up afterwards, — a lot 
goes into each event. These events meet three very important goals, 
even if they are tiring for those involved. 

First, each event builds community. As people work together, you learn 
about each other and start building friendships. 

Second, new people in our church have the opportunity to serve for the 
first time. We get to incorporate people into GVBC life and learn of their 
hearts for ministry. 

Third, we get to invite friends to GVBC so they get a glimpse of GVBC. 

Yes, events are a lot of work. But done well, we connect with people who 
we pray will connect with Jesus. Praise God! 

By the way, the Advent Conspiracy sermon series was very well 
received. At the end, we received $37,887 for fresh water wells through 
charity: water. People worshipped more, spent less, gave more and 
loved all.  

Happy 2011, Church! 

His child, 
Pastor Steve 
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BAPTISM TESTIMONIES 

FROM SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2010 

Hi and good morning. My name is Valarie Kimura. I am in the fourth grade. I 
have gone through bad times, starting with my dad doing drugs and ending in 
violent behavior when my grandparents, Keith & Carol Kimura, took me in as a 
child of theirs. I first started going to church with my grandpa. I hated going and 
didn’t care about it until I moved in with Maria and my dad. I started to get it more 
about what Jesus did and how we were created. Then, I thought about how He 
helped and kept us alive and safe through hard times. Now I know who Jesus is 
and how He kept us safe and died for our sins and I love Him. 

My favorite verse is from Genesis 1:3-4: “And God said, “Let there be light,” and 
there was light. God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from 
the darkness.”  This is my favorite verse because the dark was like our bad times 
and when I moved in with my dad it was like the light and my fear went away and 
my family was happier than ever to live together. 

Hi. My name is Desiree Kimura. I am nine years old. I am in the fourth grade. 
When I was younger my mom and dad had violent behavior. My 
grandparents, Keith & Carol Kimura, took me in as their own child. They also 
took me to church, but I hated to go. 

Since my family was going through hard times, all the times I got a chance to 
pray, I prayed for my family. Two years later, Jesus answered my prayers and 
I got to visit my mom, but I was so happy because I got to live with my dad. I 
never doubted Jesus because I knew he would always answer my prayers 
because I knew he would always help me and be there for me. From thereon 
I knew Jesus was my Lord and Savior. 

My favorite verse is part of the Lord’s Prayer: “And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever.”  This verse is important to me because when I am tempted, 
Jesus helps me to stay away from what I am tempted to do. 

(From the left) Valarie, Desiree, Alexes Kimura, and 

Laura Copeland 
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BAPTISM TESTIMONIES 

CONTINUED 

My name is Alexes Kimura and I’m in the sixth grade. When I was younger, my grandpa 
would pick me up every weekend and take me to Sunday school. After Sunday school, I went 
home to a very unsafe home where my parents did drugs and I saw a lot of fighting. A while 
later I had to move in with my grandparents [Keith & Carol Kimura]. When I lived with my 
grandparents, I got to see my mom and dad, but it wasn’t good enough for me. So, I would act 
up when I was with my grandparents. Over the years my parents were trying to get clean, but 
only my dad accomplished it. 

So, me and my sisters went to live with my dad and then still got to visit my mom. And, then my 
dad stared taking me and my sisters to church again. I didn’t like going to church at all, but I 
received Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior last Halloween in the fifth grade. When I moved 
up to the sixth grade, I went to summer camp. When I met my cabin leader, I thought I wasn’t 
going to like summer camp, but then I had my 1-on-1 talk with her and she said she went 
through the same thing I went through. I felt really good that I had a friend who knew what I 
went through. 

When I met the girls in my cabin, most of them knew what I went through so over the week my 
cabin really made me think that if God wasn’t around then my mom and dad would still be on 
drugs and I would still be living with my grandparents. 

One of the girls told me a Bible verse, Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and 
lean not on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, and he will make your 
paths straight.” 

And now I live in a very safe home with my dad and Maria, with four siblings and my uncle. 
Thank you for listening. 

Hi. My name is Laura Copeland. I am ten years 
old and in the fifth grade. Today I want to get 
baptized because I want you to know I love and 
believe in Jesus and always will follow him. I 
started coming to GVBC when I was five years old, 
during my visits with my mom. I came to believe 
Jesus is my Lord and Savior when I lived with my 
mom [Maria] and Shaun [Kimura]. I knew I needed 
Him because of the hard things I was going 
through with my family. I did this by going to church 
and talking to Jesus and loving Him. 

Jeremiah 31:3 says: “The Lord who appeared to us 
in the past saying: I have loved you with an 
everlasting love; I have drawn you with loving-
kindness.” 

This verse is my favorite verse because no matter 
what I do, God will always love me. 

Jenny Yamada, Tina Hara, and Andrea Contreras testimonies 
will appear in the January 12, Issue 2 Spirit. 
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Maria Tachihara (pictured with her 
granddaughter, Rebecca) reflects a 
radiant faith. It’s the result of walking 
closely with the Lord for years in good 
times, as well as difficu lt circumstances. 

Abandoned and alone 

As a young mother with two children under the 
age of eight, Maria felt the emotional shock of 
abandonment when her husband told her he didn’t 
love her any longer and was leaving. After he left, 
Maria lost consciousness and was taken to a 
private hospital. While a patient at this hospital for 
25 days, Maria experienced amnesia. 

After being transferred to Camarillo State Hospital 
(CSH), Maria regained consciousness and learned 
she had been hovering between life and death. 
She experienced deep depression, but became 
better with each passing day. 

God’s healing care 

God put Maria under the best care and facilities. 
After accepting Christ as a young girl, Maria felt a 
deep love not only for Jesus, but the Jewish 
people as well. God honored Maria’s love of the 
Jewish people by putting her under the care of a 
skilled Jewish doctor at CSH and also, later, 
putting her into a facility owned by a Jewish 
woman. Following CSH, Maria spent one year in a 
well-run women’s sanitarium in Verdugo Hills, 
owned by a Jewish R.N. (registered nurse). Part of 
her rehabilitation program included working under 
a nurse and regaining the skills she once 
possessed as an R.N. Maria felt blessed that the 
nurse was so kind and a Christian. With a thankful 
and grateful heart, Maria shared, “Like the poem, 
Footprints in the Sand, God carried me through 
the two and a half years from the time I was 
admitted to my discharge.” 

Back on track 

After being released from the Verdugo Hills 
facility, God was faithful in getting Maria’s life back 
on track. Following her discharge, Maria went to 
her sister’s apartment in Gardena. “When I get my 

A Radiant Faith 

Profile of Maria Tachihara 

by Kathy Aiso 

“Many people owe the grandeur of their 
lives to their tremendous difficulties.” 

—Charles H. Spurgeon 

first paycheck, I’ll find my own 
apartment,” she told her sister. The very 
next day, Maria was hired as an R.N. at 
Community Hospital of Gardena. Maria 
worked there, as well as at different 
hospitals such as Torrance Memorial 
Hospital and Harbor/UCLA Medical 
Center, until her retirement in 1994. Upon 
her retirement, Maria’s final words to her 
co-workers were, “Just keep looking to 
Jesus,” and “Keep your eyes on the 
Lord.” These personal affirmations, which 

Maria cherished and shared, had helped her 
throughout her life. 

A California girl 

A native of Livingston, California, Maria grew up in 
a Christian home. As the sixth of ten children, 
Maria’s parents had become Christians, met, and 
married in Japan. Maria’s father, Mamoru Eto had 
helped set up a Christian college in Japan before 
coming to the U.S. During Maria’s childhood, her 
mother, Kura Eto became emotionally ill and was 
sent to Japan for treatment. Maria recalls growing 
up under the support and warm encouragement of 
her father and older brothers and sisters. Maria 
enjoyed the company of her younger siblings as 
well. 

Following the 1929 stock market crash and 
depression, the Eto Family moved to Southern 
California. It was in Southern California where 
Mamoru worked as a gardener. While at a Free 
Methodist summer camp in Pacific Palisades, 
Maria accepted the Lord as a child. At age 29 
Velara Hughs taught her that baptism in the Holy 
Spirit is from Jesus. She told her, “Anything Jesus 
has for me, I will accept.” Maria asked for the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit in the garage. She 
received it and spoke in tongues. 

Following high school, Maria attended the 
Evangelical Hospital School of Nursing in Chicago 
where she received her R.N. degree. Her specialty 
and first love is surgery. She also has specialty in 
medical nursing. 

Maria married and eventually settled with her 
husband and family in the South Bay. The pastor 
of GVBC at the time (in the early 1950’s), Rev. 
Roy Ishihara, invited the Tachihara’s to church. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Family News 

Our prayers and condolences go out to 

� Eddie & Eileen Yorizane and family in the 
passing of Eddie’s mother, Shigeko 
Yorizane, who passed away on Friday, 
December 17, 2010. The funeral was 
held on Saturday, January 8 at L.A. 
Holiness Church. 

� Paul Masuzumi and family in the passing 

of Paul’s wife, Peggy, who passed away 
on Thursday, December 23, 2010. The 
memorial service and reception will be 
held on Wednesday, January 12 at 
GVBC at 2:00PM. Pastor Steve Langley 
will be officiating. 

� Chris Bishop and family in the passing of 

his grandfather who passed away on 
Monday, January 3. 

� The family of Fumio Yoshida who passed 

away on Tuesday, January 4. The 
memorial service was held on Saturday, 
January 8 at GVBC. Pastor Daniel 
Matsuda officiated. 

� Pastor Steve & Nancy Langley and family 

in the passing of Pastor Steve’s father, 
Robert Langley, who passed away on 
Wednesday morning, January 5. Funeral 
arrangements pending at press time. 

 

 

Letters from our Family 

� Our dear GVBC family, We thank you for 
the loving care for Sam when he fainted 
after Thanksgiving service. Teresa 
[Matsushima] was there, checked him 
and called the paramedics who decided 
to take him to emergency. Pastor Steve 
called that evening to check his progress. 
I received many calls from concerned 
friends at church. After five days and four 
nights in the hospital, Sam was home to 
enjoy thanksgiving dinner with the family. 
We truly had so much to be thankful for 
this year. Thank you for the beautiful 
floral arrangement from our loving church 
family. Sam is doing better now thanks to 
God’s loving care. “We are One.”  In 
Christ's love, Sam & Helene Shimane 

� Dear GVBC, Many, many thanks to all for 
the prayers given on my behalf and for 
the love and concern shown to me before 
and after the operation. Also, I very much 
appreciated pastor Steve’s visit to the 
hospital to pray for me on the morning of 
the surgery. I was at peace knowing that 
many of you were praying for me. God is 
watching over me and I’m so thankful that 
I won’t have to go through chemotherapy 
or radiation and I’m gradually feeling 
better. With sincere thanks, Emiko 
Takusagawa 

 

Maria recalled accompanying her husband 
and young son to GVBC. After attending 
GVBC for many years, Maria affirmed she 
liked GVBC from the beginning. “It’s Bible 
centered and one can feel the presence of 
Christ,” she shared. 

God’s gift 

At GVBC, Maria utilizes her gift of singing, 
participating in the Adult Choir. She also has a 
strong belief in prayer and is part of the 
Monday night prayer group led by Michi 
Matsuda. Maria does a lot of intercessory 
praying on her own, specifically for different 
areas of the world where Christians are being 
“targeted” for their faith. She believes in giving 
to Christian organizations which support the 

(Profile of Marie Tachihara Continued from page 4) spread of the Gospel and gives generously. 
She also participates in the Esther Circle led 
by Ruth Kawai. 

He will make your paths straight 

One of Maria’s favorite Bible passages, 
Proverbs 3:5, 6 reminds her, by putting her 
trust in God, He took care of her and her two 
children when the circumstances were difficult. 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And do 
not lean on your own understanding. In all 
your ways acknowledge Him, And He will 
make your paths straight.”  Maria feels 
blessed. Today she has a thriving family with 
her son and daughter-in-law, daughter and 
son-in-law, and three gifted adult 
grandchildren. She acknowledges God as the 
source behind all her immeasurable blessings. 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event 
in the subject line]. You can also 
contact event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 
�M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Mission) Dates 

� Saturday, February 12, Tijuana 
� Saturday, May 14, Tijuana 
� Friday, July 15 to Sunday, July 24, Bolivia 

(one week earlier this year.) 
� Saturday, Oct 1, Tijuana 
� Friday, Dec. 16 to Sunday, Dec.18, San 

Telmo 
[NOTE: a U.S. passport is required]. Spanish is 
helpful, but not required. Contact Teresa 
Matsushima via the church office or email her at: 
treesaw47@sbcglobal.net 

� Super Bowl Obento 

Sunday, February 6, $8.00 each. Tickets on sale 
now in the Courtyard after the worship services or 
from any of the junior or senior high students. 
Make checks payable to GVBC [subject line: 
Obento]. All proceeds benefit the Youth Camp 
Scholarship Fund and camp buses. 

� Marriage Seminar 

Friday, February 11, 7:00 — 9:30PM, Sanctuary, 
Saturday, February 12, 9:30AM — 4:00PM (lunch 
provided), Community Hall. Cost $50 per couple. 
Deadline to register: Sunday, January 23. Family 
Life presents the Art of Marriage: Getting to the 
Heart of God’s Design, a six session video event. 
Registration forms available on the Information 
Table in the Narthex. Contact Nelson Shirota via 
the church office. 

� Prime Timer’s Upcoming Events 

�Chinese New Year Celebration in San 
Francisco. Friday, February 18 to Monday, 
February 21; $562 per person (double 
occupancy); single supplement add $190. Prices 
include gratuity to motorcoach driver. 
DEADLINE: full payment due by Sunday, 
January 30 (make checks payable to GVBC — 
San Francisco Trip in subject line). Cost includes 
1 breakfast, 1 lunch, and 2 dinners; roundtrip via 
motorcoach (wheelchair accessible vehicle upon 
request). Three nights at Radisson Hotel 
Fisherman’s Wharf; welcome dinner at 
Neptune’s Palace on Pier 39; reserved seating 
for Chinese new Year Parade, guided city tour; 
shopping in San Francisco & Chinatown; tour 
Chinese Cultural Center & Fortune cookie 
Factory; farewell breakfast at Bistro Boudin. 
Depart Gardena Hotel (on Redondo Beach Blvd. 

Children’s Ministry 
KidZone (1st- 5th graders) 

Fridays, 7:00 — 8:30 PM. Wear comfortable 
clothes and gym shoes to all events. 
� Jan 7  Scavenger Hunt 
� Jan 14  Bean Bag Golf 
�  Jan 21  Sockey 
� Jan 28  Hula-Hoop Relay/Steal the Bacon 
� Feb 4  Card Relay/Bean Bag Target Toss 
�  Feb11  KidZone/HighSchool Activity 
� Feb 18  No KidZone (Jr. Winter Camp) 
�  Feb 25  Volleyball/Dodgeball 

Junior Winter Camp at Forest Home for 4th & 

5th graders 

Date: Friday, February 18 to Sunday, February 
20. Forest Home is about 16 miles east of 
Redlands. Free transportation to and from. 

Cost: $128 with completed registration forms and 
payment. 

DEADLINE: Sunday, January 23 ($138 only if 
space available). 

Theme: The Timothy Experience: an ordinary 
camper’s journey to boldness, Joshua 1:7 

across from Carrow’s) on Friday, Feb. 18 at 
8:00AM and returns on Monday, Feb. 21 around 
6:00PM. To register contact Richard or Keiko 
Imatomi via the church office. 
�Niagara Falls, Toronto, Montreal, Quebec City. 
Monday, September 26 to Monday, October 3. 
[NOTE: PASSPORT REQUIRED for travel into 
Canada]. $2,615 double occupancy; single 
$2,615. Tour prices includes all gratuities. Not 
included is travel insurance, items of a personal 
nature. Seven nights accommodation; roundtrip 
airport transfer from Gardena to LAX; roundtrip 
airfare — Southwest Airlines; full-time tour 
director Karen Anderson; local guides; admission 
to all sightseeing; motorcoach transportation and 
driver expenses, all bridge, ferry and road tolls; 
handling of one suitcase per person at all hotels; 
12 meals: 4 dinners, 1 lunch, 5 breakfasts, 2 
continental breakfasts; all applicable federal & 
provincial taxes, i.e. the Harmonized Sales Tax 
(HST). To register contact Richard or Keiko 
Imatomi via the church office. 

� Annual Business Meeting & Potluck 
Sunday, February 20, 5:00PM 

� President’s Day 

Monday, February 21 office closed 
� Youth Winter Camp 

Friday, March 4 to Sunday, March 6 
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Issue 2 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, January 19. 
Hard copies available on Sunday, January 23 in the Narthex. All articles 

should be submitted by Sunday, January 16. 

 

2011 Offering Envelopes 
2011 Offering Envelopes 
Please save us postage by  remembering to pick up your numbered 
offering envelopes. If you do not have a numbered box  and would like 
one, please pri nt your name and phone number on the pad provided, or 
call Wendy i n the office, ext. 672 or email her at: wendy@gvbc.net. Your 
envelope is available now for pick up in the back  of the Community Hall. 

2010 Charity Water 

For our very first Charity Water campaign, we 

collected over $37,887 to donate to the Charity 
Water  fund and funds are s till coming in. 

Thank you for your faithfulness  and generosity to 
help those in great need of fresh water. 

Erin Kawaye OMF International, Heart for East Asia 

Dear GVBC family, Merry Christmas!  I just wanted to 
say thank you for your ongoing partnership with me 
and ministry of OMF International. You bring a tangible 
hope of Christ to East Asia’s billions. I am so grateful 
for your partnership. May your hearts be ever so 
sensitive to the Lord this Christmas. Because He is our 
hope, Erin Kawaye 

Jim and Leta Van Meter 

"We are blessed and grateful that you are a part of our 
lives and ministry!" write the Van Meters. They wish 
everyone a blessed Christmas. 

In reflecting, the Van Meters are grateful for so much:  
for their newest grandchild's safe arrival in July (Oliver 
Gordon Buttron); for their two children, their spouses, 
and five grandchildren; for the sacrificial and generous 
giving of all their "ministry partners" (which includes us 
at GVBC); for each other as husband and wife, as 
partners in ministry, and "for the privilege of being a 
small part of God's redemptive plan." 

Most of all, they are grateful for God's gift of love and 
forgiveness provided through His son, Jesus. They 
marvel at the lengths God went through to have Christ 
leave home and come to earth for us. In conclusion, 
the Van Meters end their Christmas letter with a 
probing thought, "As we celebrate, may we be ever 
mindful that not all yet know the way home!" 

Philip and Corenne Garrison Smith 

In a recent International Ministries newsletter, an 
article about Corenne and her ministry with older 
children, who are orphans, was featured on the front 
page. These orphans are eventually transitioned from 

Mission Field 

the boarding school to independent living. "I often feel 
like the mother many of the children have never had 
as I share with them the love and hope of Jesus," 
Coreene writes. 

One of the children, whom Corenne mothered, was 
Natalie. In 1996 Natalie, who was 10, came to Hope 
Unlimited for Children (HUFC). Previously, Natalie 
was roaming the streets with her mentally ill mother. 
Natalie's mother became fearful that her daughter 
would be taken away from her so she made a home 
in a cemetery. Their home was underground in a 
crypt. Other than the stray cemetery dogs, Natalie 
had no friends thus her ability to speak was affected. 
Beginning in 1996 and continuing for eight years, 
Natalie blossomed at HUFC. She learned to socialize 
with people as well as read and write. She graduated 
with a trade. The Christian love, which Natalie 
received at HUFC, taught her to open her own heart. 
Now married, Natalie has a son and leads a happy, 
productive life. 

Through HUFC, which began in 1991, Natalie and 
others enter a residential program which provides a 
safe refuge to homeless Brazilian street children and 
youth. These children and youth range in age from 8 
—18. The HUFC orphanage is not typical. Today, 
250 children live in homes on three different 
campuses. The homes have house parents, who are 
committed to the program for a minimum of 10 years. 
HUFC also provides counseling, vocational training, 
and job placement. There is also a thrift store and 
church. Please continue to pray for Philip and 
Corenne who, along with HUFC, meet a strong need 
for Brazilian street. 
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�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

� Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45AM Rm 201 
 
 

New Sermon Series on the Book of Habakkuk 
 
 

Sunday, January 9 

Pastor James Chang 
 

Sunday, January 16 

Pastor James Chang 
 

Sunday, January 23 

Pastor James Chang 
 

Sunday, January 30 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ Worship 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

HAPPY NEW YEAR ! 


